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News

All eyes on Magashule at NEC
The integrity commission and the ‘plot’ are on the
national executive committee meeting’s agenda
Paddy Harper & Dineo Bendile

P

roposals by ANC secretary
general Ace Magashule
that the party’s integrity
commission, which investigates claims of corruption or misconduct by its members,
acts on the instruction of his office
have been shot down by the party’s
national leadership.
The ANC national working committee (NWC), at a recent meeting,
rejected placing the commission
under the control of the secretary
general’s office.
Instead, the NWC, which meets on
September 28, and the national executive committee (NEC), which sits
the same day, are likely to ratify an
autonomous integrity commission
able to initiate its own investigations.
Two NWC members, who asked
not to be named, confirmed the
integrity commission would be “getting to work” after its terms of reference and membership are ratified by
the NEC.
“Conference said the integrity commission must be set up by the NWC
and the NEC by the end of June. It
has been set up and the membership
discussed by the NWC. This [compo-

sition] now needs to be ratified by
the NEC,” the NWC member said.
The conference resolved to establish a new integrity body because its
existing structure was regarded as
toothless.
“The terms of reference were sent
back,” the NWC member said. “The
secretary general had put in a clause
that, before the integrity commission
could investigate somebody, it had to
get approval from the secretary general’s office.”
This meant his office, and not the
commission, would decide who to
investigate.
“We told him it won’t work,”
the NWC member said. The NWC
wanted the integrity committee to be
able to institute investigations “all on
its own”.
The NEC is also expected to ratify
Magashule’s report on the process of auditing membership in the
provinces and regions. The report,
presented to the NWC, found that
Mpumalanga had 400 wards but 508
ANC branches, an indication that
branches were cloned when the ANC’s
deputy president, David Mabuza, was
ANC provincial chaiman and premier
of that province.
The report has heightened tensions
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between Magashule and Mabuza, a
one-time ally of Magashule and former president Jacob Zuma.
A provincial general council meeting, at which elect replacements
would be chosen for Mabuza and
other provincial executive committee members who had been elected
to the NEC, has not sat because the
process of consolidating cloned
branches has stuttered, said ANC
sources in the Mpumalanga.
Anti-Mabuza branches in
Mpumalanga, which threatened
court action should the council sit,
have demanded the provincial lead-
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ership be dissolved and replaced
with a task team.
Ronnie Malomane, a spokesperson
for the branches, said they met an
NEC delegation last week and agreed
to suspend their court application
pending the outcome of the NEC
meeting.
The NWC has already suggested
that ANC provincial and regional
executive committees that had
missed the August conference cutoff date should be dissolved and
replaced with task teams.
The NEC will have to process this
decision, the NWC member said.

Mahumapelo rejects
task team offer
Paddy Harper

CONGRATULATIONS
Professor Gita Ramjee has received

the Outstanding Female Scientist Award
from the European Development Clinical
Trials Partnerships (EDCTP) for her long
standing contribution to research focused
on HIV prevention among women.
The award is given to world-class female scientists in sub-Saharan Africa who are involved
in research on poverty-related diseases, including HIV, tuberculosis, malaria, neglected
infectious diseases, diarrhoeal diseases, ebola virus disease and yellow fever.
Prof Ramjee and her Durban based research team are part of the global scientific journey
to find effective HIV prevention methods including vaccines, vaginal rings and a long
acting injectable. Her life’s work has focused on new HIV prevention methods that are
conducive to women with a recent focus on HIV prevention in both men and women.
“Study participants and our communities are the heartbeat of our scientific journey
to use highly efficacious HIV prevention methods. This award is an acknowledgement
of the unwavering determination by a global community to forever change the
trajectory of the HIV/AIDS epidemic.”
For more information about HPRU, visit:
http://www.mrc.ac.za/intramural-research-units/HIV
www.samrc.ac.za

The motivation for the decision
was to avoid potential court action
over structures that had outlived
their term of office and remained in
place during the list processes ahead
of elections, he said.
Magashule’s meeting with Zuma
at the Maharani Hotel in Durban,
allegedly as part of a plot to unseat
President Cyril Ramaphosa, will also
be on the meeting’s agenda.
“Ace will have to explain,” the
NWC member said.
Zuma is also exprected to attend
the meeting.
A staunch Ramaphosa supporter
and NEC member, who also spoke
on condition of anonymity, said
he believed it “stupid” to have that
meeting on the NEC’s agenda.
Although he believed Magashule’s
conduct wasn’t doing the party any
good, no evidence had been presented to prove he was planning to
oust Ramaphosa.
“How do you come to [an NEC]
meeting and say you want to discuss
Ace because he met with someone? Do
you know how stupid that is?” he said.
“Someone must be able to say:
‘Here is the evidence. Here is a video
or a tape. Listen to them.’ Then we
can do something about it. But if
they just met? Our suspicions [that
there is a plot] can be legitimate but
they don’t qualify to be discussed
[without evidence].”

Axed North West premier Supra
Mahumapelo has declined an
appointment to the ANC’s provincial task team, saying he would not
be part of the purge currently under
way in the ruling party.
The task team was set up by
Luthuli House to run the ANC in
the province until after next year’s
national elections.
Instead, Mahumapelo has gone on
the offensive, accusing the governing party of conducting a “purge”
against him since its elective conference at Nasrec in December.
The move by the former premier,
who is a staunch ally of former
president Jacob Zuma and who
was recalled over the collapse of the
North West government, comes as
members of his disbanded provincial executive committee (PEC) prepare to go to court to challenge the
decision by the national executive
committee (NEC) to remove it from
office.
Mahumapelo, whose name has
been linked to the proposed establishment of a new political party
comprising disgruntled Zuma supporters, told ANC secretary general
Ace Magashule this week in a letter
that he would not accept the post.
Mahumapelo had been included

“I hope leadership
will understand
that I can’t behave
differently from my
political conscience
and conviction”

in the provincial task team in a bid
to create stability in the ANC in the
province, and his refusal appears to
be his attempt to show the leadership the middle finger.
In a letter to Magashule,
Mahumapelo said that, although he
appreciated the view that he could
assist in building the ANC in the
province, the provincial task team
was the direct result of a “purge”
that had been “building since
Nasrec”.
“There is a group within the NEC
and the province which started
working on this ‘project dissolve’
just before and after Nasrec,” he said.
“All means opposite to the democratic values of the ANC were used
as a means to achieve this political
objective, aimed at projecting some
of us as pariahs in our own organisation,” he said.
“While the NEC has the power to
decide anything, this decision goes
against the spirit of ANC unity and
renewal, and time will prove this,” he
added.
Mahumapelo said the branches
had been undermined by a “mob”,
which was now “being catapulted
and clothed with PTT [provincial
task team] membership”.
“I hope leadership [will] understand that I can’t behave differently
from my political conscience and
conviction,” he said.
Former North West ANC provincial secretary Susan Dantjie and
other members of the dissolved PEC
have indicated their intention to go
to court to challenge the decision to
dissolve the committee.
Attempts to obtain comment
from ANC spokesperson Pule Mabe
were unsuccessful at the time of
publication.

