
INNOVATING 
TO DELIVER NEW 
HEALTH SOLUTIONS

SAMRC’s Technology Transfer Office (TTO) manages the organisation’s Intellectual 
Property to ensure that our research is translated into new or improved practices, 
processes and products

The SAMRC develops, evaluates and implements new 
innovations through its intra-mural research units and 
platforms to ensure health impact

A mobile-connected doppler 
analyser for foetal health 
evaluation in low-resource 
settings

A unique genetic testing service 
that integrates clinical, pathology 
and lifestyle information for clinical 
management of multi-factorial diseases

A low cost disposable device 
for securing the airway and 
preventing dental damage 
during anaesthesia

An aspalathin-rich green 
rooibos extract as a key 
ingredient for novel 
preparations aimed at 
addressing metabolic 
diseases

Markers for the screening and early detection of diabetes

A tool for accessing and mining the South African Food 
Composition Database (SAFOODS) 
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STRATEGIC HEALTH 
INNOVATION PARTNERSHIPS 

DRUGS AND 
TREATMENT REGIMENS

MEDICAL DEVICES 
AND DIAGNOSTICS

DIGITAL HEALTH

VACCINES

PRIORITY AREAS

Malaria TB HIV
Non-communicale 

diseases
Maternal and 
child health

Anti-microbial 
resistance

A partnership between the Department of Science and Innovation and the South African Medical Research Council to deliver new health solutions in key priority areas

SUPPORTING 
HEALTH INNOVATION

The SAMRC supports health innovation nationally 
through external grant mechanisms established 
through key local and international funding 
partnerships

DRIVING INNOVATION FOR IMPROVED HEALTH

Supporting precision medicine projects that develop affordable genetic 
diagnostics for non-communicable diseases and child health specifically 
targeting South African populations

•   All Children Thriving - South Africa: New measurement tools and new 
combinations of approaches to ensure all children thrive

•   Antimicrobial Resistance: New approaches to characterize the global burden 
of Antimicrobial Resistance

Grand Challenges South Africa South African Precision Medicine Programme



Collaborating Centre for Digital Health Innovation SAMRC Genomics Centre 
Driving, facilitating and promoting digital health innovation, 
evaluation and implementation 

Bringing affordable whole genome sequencing to Africa to 
facilitate health innovation
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A rapid, point-
of-care protein/
creatinine test 
for determining 
proteinuria 
status as an 
indicator of 
preeclampsia 

A low-cost, pre-
assembled, 
pressure 
controlled 
Uterine Balloon 
Tamponade 
for treatment 
of postpartum 
hemorrhage in 
all healthcare 
settings

A Genital 
Inflammation 
Diagnostic 
Test to screen 
for sexually 
transmitted 
infections 

A mobile 
platform to 
streamline the 
delivery of 
medicines in the 
townships 
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GLOBAL HEALTH 
INNOVATION ACCELERATOR

MEDICAL DEVICES 
SECTOR DEVELOPMENT

PROJECTS

FACILITATING 
HEALTH INNOVATION 
THROUGH PLATFORMS

The SAMRC facilitates health innovation nationally via 
support platforms and initiatives established through 
local and international partnerships

DRIVING INNOVATION FOR IMPROVED HEALTH

SAMRC | JEMBI SAMRC | BGI

GLOBAL HEALTH INNOVATION ACCELERATOR (GHIA)
A partnership with PATH to accelerate product development and implementation


