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The South African Medical Research Council

recognizes the catastrophic and persisting consequences of colonialism and 

apartheid, including land dispossession and the intentional imposition of 

educational and health inequities. 

Acknowledging the SAMRC’s historical role and silence during apartheid, 

we commit our capacities and resources to the continued promotion of justice and 

dignity in health research in South Africa. 
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HOUSE KEEPING 

❑ This workshop will be recorded 

❑ Participants will be muted during the presentation

❑ Please chat your questions in the Q&A window

❑ The RFA documents can be found at the SAMRC funding webpage

https://www.samrc.ac.za/funding/samrc-internship-scholarship-programme-
masters-and-phd-scholarships-clinicalhealth-research

https://www.samrc.ac.za/funding/samrc-internship-scholarship-programme-masters-and-phd-scholarships-clinicalhealth-research
https://www.samrc.ac.za/funding/samrc-internship-scholarship-programme-masters-and-phd-scholarships-clinicalhealth-research
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PRESENTATION OUTLINE
Welcome and Introduction

❑ Division Manager- Abeda Dawood

❑ Introduction-Scholarship Team

❑ Natasha- REDCap support (IT)

Scholarship Programme Background

❑ Objectives of the Programme

❑ Purpose of the RFA

❑ Available funding and funding period 

Application Requirements 

❑ Eligible applicants

❑ Required Supporting Documents 

Submission Process

Evaluation Process 

Q&A



RCD SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMMES
PROGRAMME BONGANI MAYOSI NATIONAL 

HEALTH SCHOLARS 

PROGRAMME 

CLINICIAN- RESEARCHER 

(MBChB-PhD) DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAMME 

SAMRC INTERNSHIP 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME 

VACCINOLOGY PROGRAMME RESEARCHER 

DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAMME 

OBJECTIVE Develop a vibrant and a 

transformed health research 

academic pipeline in SA that is 

adequately equipped to train 

healthcare workers and inspire a 

new generation of health/clinical 

researchers 

Develop a cadre of highly 

trained clinician-scientists who 

are likely to be attracted to and 

excel in careers in academic 

medicine.

MBChB/BChD holders 

Contribute towards the SAMRC's 

transformation agenda to 

increase the representation of 

quality postgraduate scientists 

from designated groups (African, 

Coloured, Indian and Asian)

Develop the next generation of 

leaders in the field of 

Vaccinology. The focus is on 

early career researchers 

specializing in the various 

research areas within the broad 

field of Vaccinology 

Support employees in 

academic institutions or 

SAMRC units who are 

engaged in clinical/health 

research and wish to 

complete their doctoral 

degrees. 

KEY 

PARTNERSHIPS 
NDoH

PHEF

NHRC 

SA Medical Schools SAMRC Intramural and 

Extramural Units 

University of Lausanne 

South African Universities and/ 

research councils 

Health faculties of 

academic institutions 

SCHOLARSHIP 

VALUE
No set amount, the scholarship 

value is equivalent to the after-

tax take-home pay of the 

candidate, based on the salary 

scales of the relevant post (or 

equivalent) in the National 

Department of Health. 

500K per annum PhD 200K per annum

MSc 160K per annum 

PhD 200K per annum

MSc 160K per annum 

Up to 250K once-off 

funding 

https://www.samrc.ac.za/research-capacity-development/scholarships-funding 

https://www.samrc.ac.za/research-capacity-development/scholarships-funding


PURPOSE OF THE RFA

❑ Specifically designed to develop Black Scientists i.e., African Black, Coloured, and 

Indian scientists through PhD training. 

❑ Fields: Biostatistics, Bioethics, Bioinformatics, Data Science, Digital Health, Demogra

phy, Epidemiology, Evolutionary Virology, Implementation Science, Health Economics, 

Genomics, Immunology and Structural Biology. 

❑ SAMRC priority research areas: Biomedical Research, HIV,TB and other 

communicable diseases, Health system strengthening, Health promotion and disease 

prevention, Maternal child and woman health, Non-communicable diseases, Public 

health innovation and Violence, injury and trauma. 

❑ Preference will be given to candidates registered for a doctoral degree or MSc in 

scarce skills and strategic and/or emerging research areas.



AVAILABLE FUNDING AND FUNDING PERIOD

❑ Budget for 10 Scholarships

❑ Scholarship amount R200k for PhD and R160k for MSc (stipend & tuition 

fees) 

❑ 2024 enrollment

❑ Funding cycle 1 April- 31 March (FY)

Funding Period 

❑ 3 + (1 extra on compelling motivation) 

❑ 1+ (1 year on compelling motivation)

❑ Only scholars who are doing specialized Master’s degrees in the following research

areas will be considered Biostatistics, Computer Science / Data Science / Epidemiology

/ Demography and Data analytics.



APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

Eligibility Criteria: 

❑ South African citizen or permanent resident.

❑ Black candidate (African Black/Coloured/Indian).

❑ A fully developed and officially approved research proposal for the MSc/PhD.

❑ Full-time registration at a South African university.

❑ Research project must fall within the SAMRC priority research areas.

❑ Current registration at the university in which the degree will be awarded.

❑ Commitment from the hosting research unit (SAMRC intra/extamural research unit or centre)

-Support letter from unit director

-Supervisory support 

-Research funding for the project and appropriate facilities for the scholar to effectively conduct 

the research project.



THE APPLICATION PROCESS

How to apply

 Opening date:  22 January 2024

 Closing date:  22 February 2024, 23:59

Two-step process 

Step 1 – Complete the online application  and upload all the required supporting documents (see example of 

the application form template for the list of the required supporting documents).

Step 2 – Main research supervisor must complete the research supervisor’s commitment form

NB: For technical enquiries contact the RedCap support team at redcap.support@mrc.ac.za

mailto:redcap.support@mrc.ac.za


THE SUBMISSION PROCESS1 
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THE SUBMISSION PROCESS



THE SUBMISSION PROCESS



THE SUBMISSION PROCESS



THE SUBMISSION PROCESS

Last step- supervisor’s commitment form (attach signature)



SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

1. Motivational letter and an abridged curriculum vitae of the applicant

2. Research abstract (example is attached)

3. Supervisor’s abridged curriculum vitae (supervision and outputs in the last 5 yrs)

4. Research environment- Unit Director support letter confirming availability of project 

funding and appropriate research facilities

5. Certified copy of the applicant’s ID

6. Proof of registration for the current year and first year of registration 

7. Official approval letter of the research project

8. Evidence of ethics approval



EVALUATION CRITERIA

The crucial aspect of scholarship criteria is that you have to show how you meet and perhaps even exceed them. 
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