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SAMRC EARLY INVESTIGATORS PROGRAMME 
[bookmark: _Hlk62909145]Request for Applications 2026/2027
	Issue date: 
13 August 2026
	Closing date:
09 October 2026


APPLICATION FORM

	INSTRUCTIONS
· Please read and follow the instructions. 
· Use Calibri font size 11, single spacing to complete the form. DO NOT COMPLETE THE FIRST PAGE OF THIS FORM
· Each application must comprise the following documents (please work together with the University Research Office to ensure completeness of all documents before submission)
1. Application form; 
2. Motivation letter and CV of PI; 
3. CV of Co-PI 
4. CV or Bio-sketch of main collaborator; if applicable
5. Milestone table and Budget form; 
6. Reviewer nomination form;
7. Letter of commitment by the hosting institution (by Research Office or other relevant office)
8. Letter of support by the University’s Deputy Vice-Chancelor of Research or equivalent;
9. Copy of the applicant ID.
· [bookmark: _Hlk40185909]The completed application form and supporting documents must be uploaded as attachments to the online registration form and emailed to RCDgrants.applications@mrc.ac.za before or on 09 October 2026.  Late or incomplete applications will not be considered.
Protection of Personal Information Act (POPIA)
Please note that by submitting the application and other supporting documents, the SAMRC concludes that you are a competent person to consent and that you are giving consent to the SAMRC to process and further process all personal information contained in the application forms and supporting documents in accordance with the Protection of Personal Information Act, Act No 4 of 2013 (as amended). Should you not approve of such use of your personal information then please refrain from applying.


FOR OFFICE USE 
	[bookmark: _Hlk38959032][bookmark: _Hlk54013162]University:

	School/Faculty/Department 
	

	Principal investigator
	Title: 

	
	Name & Surname:

	Contact Details 
	Tel (work):
	Mobile:

	
	Email (work):
	Other:

	Proposed project 
	

	Administration
	Date
	Name
	Designation
	Signature

	First received
	
	
	
	

	Review/assessment
	Date:

	Decision
	Date:

	Approval: Yes:    No: 
	Comments:


1. SAMRC RESEARCH PRIORITY AREA IN WHICH YOU INTEND TO DO YOUR RESEARCH (mark with X where applicable)
	Research project proposal (title): 


	Infectious diseases 

	Non-communicable diseases
	Maternal, child and adolescent health

	Health Systems and policy research 
	Digital health and artificial intelligence 
	Climate change and health


	Genomics
	Antimicrobial resistance
	Pandemic preparedness 

	Other (please specify):



	2. [bookmark: _Hlk40186780]DETAILS OF THE APPLICANT (PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: PI) 

	Title 
	

	Names & surname
	

	ORCID[footnoteRef:2] ID number   [2:  ORCID provides a persistent digital identifier that distinguishes you from other researchers. Please register if you have not yet done so.] 

	

	Gender (Male/ Female)
	

	Race/Population group (Black, Coloured, Indian, White, Asian)
	

	Citizenship (Mark with an X)

	South African 
	
	South African Permanent Resident
	

	
	If a South African Permanent resident, indicate the date of permanent residency:

	
	Other
	

	Qualifications
	Degrees/Diplomas
	Name of Institution
	Completion date:

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Current Position
	

	Date of appointment in current position:

	Type of employment (clarify whether part-time, full-time, permanent and duration of the contract)
	Permanent or contract: 

	
	Full-time or part-time:

	
	Duration of contract (start and end date)
:          

	
	Not applicable:

	Institutional commitment to appoint the applicant as a researcher for the period of the funding (compulsory).
	Yes:
No:

	Department 
	

	School/Faculty
	

	Name and address of University/Research Institution
	

	Contact number(s)
	Work:
	Mobile:

	Email 
	Work:
	Alternative:

	[bookmark: _Hlk85041502]Supervision/Mentorship experience (number of mentees or supervised/graduated/ students per level)
	#Students:
	#PhD:

	
	
	#Masters:

	
	
	#Honours:

	
	
	#Interns:

	
	#Postdoctoral fellows:

	Supervision/Mentorship experience (number of current mentees or students supervised)
	#Students:
	#PhD:

	
	
	#Masters:

	
	
	#Honours:

	
	
	# Interns:

	
	#Postdoctoral fellows:

	Publication Citation Index
h-index
	Google Scholar:
	Web of Science:
	Scopus: 

	3. CO-PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR DETAILS (if there is another senior researcher who is involved in the same research project at the same institution as a member of the team)

	Title 
	

	Names and surname
	

	Gender (Male/ Female)
	

	Race/Population group (Black, Coloured, Indian, White, Asian)
	

	Citizenship (Mark with an X)


	South African 
	
	South African Permanent Resident
	

	
	If a South African Permanent resident, indicate the date of permanent residency:

	
	Other: 

	Qualifications
	Degrees/Diplomas
	Name of Institution
	Completion date

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Current Position
	

	Date of appointment in current position

	Type of employment (clarify whether part-time, full-time, permanent and duration of the contract)
	Permanent or contract: 

	
	Full-time or part-time contract:

	
	Duration of contract (start and end date):


	
	Not applicable:

	Department 
	

	School/Faculty
	

	Name and address of University/research institution
	

	Contact number(s)
	Work:
	Mobile:

	Email 
	Work:
	Other:

	Supervision/Mentorship experience (number of mentees or supervised/graduated/ students per level)
	#Students:
	#PhD:

	
	
	#Masters:

	
	
	#Honours:

	
	
	#Interns:

	
	#Postdoctoral fellows:

	Supervision/Mentorship experience (number of current mentees or students supervised)
	#Students:
	#PhD:

	
	
	#Masters:

	
	
	#Honours:

	
	
	# Interns:

	
	#Postdoctoral fellows:

	Publication Citation Index
h-index
	Google Scholar:
	Web of Science:
	Scopus: 



	4. RESEARCH PROPOSAL

	TITLE OF PROJECT
	

	RESEARCH PRIORITY AREA (as per the request for application priority research)
	

	
	

	
	

	ABSTRACT & KEYWORDS (max 300 words) 
Please provide an abstract for a technical audience and five keywords to describe the project.

	




	SPECIFIC AIMS (250 words)
State concisely the goals of the proposed research and summarise the expected outcomes.

	




	BACKGROUND, RATIONALE, SIGNIFICANCE, AND INNOVATION (max 2000 words)
Describe the problem under investigation as a factor that contributes to global, regional, or national health challenges and why the proposed study is important to the science necessary for solving this problem.

	




	RESEARCH DESIGN, METHODS AND DATA ANALYSIS (max 2000 words)
· Provide the research design and project or experimental plan that will be utilized to answer the questions being asked. Address the feasibility of the plan and how the approach will accomplish the goals outlined in the Specific Aims. 
· Provide the data collection and analysis strategies/approaches to be adopted.
· Please complete the Milestones Table (template supplied) and add it as an Annexure.

	Study design: 



Study Setting: 



Expected Outcomes:



Sampling: 



Data Collection and Management:



Data analysis: 





	DISSEMINATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF RESEARCH RESULTS (max 250 words)
Indicate the main avenues through which the results of the research will be disseminated to the scientific/academic and public audiences.

	



	RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURE (max 350 words)
· Describe the availability/access to research infrastructure, laboratory resources, at-risk and patient populations, databases, biobanks and other unique technologies that will enhance the research endeavours.  
· Include a justification and description of site development where needed.

	




	RESEARCH CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT / MENTORING ACTIVITY /CONTINUITY PLAN (max 350 words) Indicate how the execution of the research project will contribute to the training of postgraduate students, junior research/academic staff, health personnel or community members where the research will be undertaken and how it will contribute to transformation at individual and/or institutional levels (keeping in mind that no grant money may be used for bursaries).

	




	NETWORKING /COLLABORATION PLAN (max 350 words)
Provide details of current networking/collaboration initiatives with researchers at other institutions which are well-established in research. If none currently, provide a detailed plan of how this will be achieved in the first year of funding. (Note: Networking and collaboration must appear in the milestone table).

	





	ETHICAL APPROVAL (max 100 words)
If applicable, please provide the details of the ethical approval for your project and, if no ethical approval has been obtained yet, the plan for obtaining ethical approval within three months of having been awarded the grant. No funding may be released to the awardee before ethical approval is obtained.

	



	[bookmark: _Hlk40164773]REFERENCES CITED (max 1000 words)

	



	OTHER SAMRC AWARDS
Please indicate any other awards from the SAMRC received in the last 3 years and/or currently held and the value of the award

	




	OTHER FUNDING
Please list any other funding you have applied for and/or received for the proposed project (and the award value and duration)

	





	EXPECTED OUTPUTS 
Please list and briefly describe the anticipated research outputs. These should include:
· Publications: At least one first-author publication per year. It is strongly suggested that a protocol paper and a review (systematic or scoping) paper be published in the first year of funding. Policy briefs or Technical reports will also be accepted in this category. It is highly recommended that manuscripts be submitted to reputable journals.
· Conference attendance: Attendance of at least one international conference over the funding period with an abstract accepted for an oral or poster presentation.
· Scholar supervision: Graduation of at least one Masters (Early level category) scholar and supervision of a PhD student.
· Training and workshops: Attendance of at least one training event per year
· Research translation: Production of at least one output (layman's publication or infogram) that will translate research findings to a general audience
· Other

	[bookmark: _Hlk40165472]Output 1:

	


	Output 2:

	


	Output 3

	


	Output 4:

	


	Output 5:

	


	Output 6:

	


	Output 7:

	



[bookmark: _Hlk40168675]
	RESEARCH MILESTONES (please use the same milestones of the milestone table; refer to your aims to identify key tasks and your outputs to identify key deliverables) 	

	YEAR 1

	Milestone 1: 

	Key Tasks
	Duration (Start-End Date)
	Deliverable(s)*

	· 
	
	

	Milestone 2: 

	Key Tasks
	Duration (Start-End Date)
	Deliverable(s)*

	· 
	

	

	Milestone 3: 

	Key Tasks
	Duration (Start-End Date)
	Deliverable(s)*

	· 
	

	

	YEAR 2

	Milestone 1: 

	Key Tasks
	Duration (Start-End Date)
	Deliverable(s)*

	· 
	
	

	YEAR 3: 

	Milestone 1: 

	Key Tasks
	Duration (Start-End Date)
	Deliverable(s)*

	
	

	


*Refer to expected outputs
	5. DETAILS OF YOUR POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH EXPERIENCE (maximum 300 words) 

	





	6. [bookmark: _Hlk85112235]MOTIVATION (how will this award contribute to your long-term career?) (max 500 words) Provide a clear rationale of why the early investigators grant will best support your long-term career goals and chosen career route)

	








7. PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR DECLARATION
	I……………………………………………………... (applicant name and surname) declare that the information above is true and correct. I have personally identified the research question and wrote the proposal.

	Name and Surname
	

	Signature
	

	Date
	





8. CHECKLIST : APPLICATION FORM ANNEXURES
	Please mark with an X to confirm that you have included the following documents as annexures to the submitted application. 

	a) Motivation letter and a full CV of the Principal Investigator listing the full list of the publications/journal articles (+citations, journal impact factor) in bibliographic format in the research area of the proposed project 
	

	b) A full CV of the Co-Principal Investigator listing 10 most cited journal articles (in bibliographic format) in the research area of the proposed project, where applicable
	

	c)  Short CV or bio-sketch (two-page NIH format) of a senior research staff/collaborator, where applicable.
	

	d) Copy of ID of the Principal Investigator (certified by a Commissioner of Oaths within 6 months of submission of the application)
	

	e) Letter of commitment by the hosting institution to provide all the necessary support to the applicant as required by the request for applications (by Research Office or other relevant institutional office; not by the Co-Principal Investigator or Collaborator).
	

	f) Letter of support by the University’s Deputy Vice-Chancelor for Research or equivalent.
	

	g) Milestones table 
	

	h) Budget form
	

	i) Reviewer Nomination Form
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